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Hear My Prayer (German: Hor' mein Bitten)

“Hear My Prayer” is a Christian anthem for soprano solo, chorus (SATB) and organ or orchestra composed
by Felix Mendelssohn in Germany in 1844. The first performance took place in Crosby Hall, London, on 8
January 1845. The accompanist on that occasion was organist, composer and teacher Ann Mounsey (1811-1891).
She later married the librettist of the work, William Bartholomew (1793-1867), who also collaborated with
Mendelssohn on his oratorio Elijah (German: Elias). The anthem is particularly well known through the

recording made in 1927 by treble, Ernest Lough.

The text (derived from Psalm 55):

Hear my prayer, O God, incline Thine ear!
Thyself from my petition do not hide.

Take heed to me! Hear how in prayer I mourn to
Thee,

Without Thee all is dark, I have no guide.

The enemy shouteth, the godless come fast!
Iniquity, hatred, upon me they cast!

The wicked oppress me, Ah where shall I fly?
Perplexed and bewildered, O God, hear my cry!

My heart is sorely pained within my breast,
my soul with deathly terror is oppressed,
trembling and fearfulness upon me fall,

with horror overwhelmed, Lord, hear me call!

O for the wings, for the wings of a dove!
Far away, far away would I rove!

In the wilderness build me a nest,

and remain there for ever at rest.

Hor'" mein Bitten, Herr, neige dich zu mir,

auf deines Kindes Stimme habe Acht!

Ich bin allein; wer wird mein Troster und Helfer
sein?

Ich irre ohne Pfad in dunkler Nacht!

Die Feinde sie droh'n und heben ihr Haupt:
"Wo ist nun der Retter, an den ihr geglaubt?"
Sie ldstern dich tdglich, sie stellen uns nach
und halten die Frommen in Knechtschaft und
Schmach.

Mich fasst des Todes Furcht bei ihrem Drdu'n.
Sie sind unzdhlige — ich bin allein;

mit meiner Kraft kann ich nicht widersteh'n;
Herr, kimpfe du fiir mich. Gott, hér' mein Fleh'n!

O konnt' ich fliegen wie Tauben dahin,
weit hinweg vor dem Feinde zu flieh'n!
in die Wiiste eilt' ich dann fort,
finde Ruhe am schattigen Ort.

Faure Requiem

The Requiem of Gabriel Faure, written in 1887, in memory of his father, is considered by many to be the
finest French Choral work of the late 19™ century. In it reflected some of the finest qualities of French art and
civilization --- reticence, restraint, translucency, and delicacy of texture.
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Faure once quoted Saint-Evrmond, “The love of the pleasure, and the avoidance of pain, are the first and
most natural impulses observable in mankind. ” There were the impulses and ideals which are also evident in the
paintings of Claude Monet. Farue ’s contemporary and compatriot.

A supreme melodist, Faure spins long lyric sequence over simple but original harmonies often over
arpeggiated harmonies the one coloring the other .He omits from the Requiem the terrifying picture of the “Dies
Irae, ” the medieval concept of the Day of Judgment as a day of anger being foreign to his nature and spirit. In
the “Sanctus”, as in the final movement, “In Paradisum, the voices float above the quiet harp accompaniment.
There is no fear and doubt, as at the end of the Verdi Requiem, but a mood of calm and peace, prompting one
writer to suggest it be titled instead “In Elysium. ”

Gounod, St. Cecilia Mass

Charles-Frangois Gounod (1818 —1893), was a French composer, best known for his Ave Maria, based on a
work by Bach, as well as his opera Faust. Another opera by Gounod still performed is Roméo et Juliette.

As always with Gounod, St Cecilia Mass is the common name of a solemn mass in G major by Charles
Gounod, composed in 1855 and scored for three soloists, mixed choir, orchestra and organ. The official name
is Messe solennelle en [’honneur de Sainte-Cécile, in homage of St. Cecilia, the patron saint of music

The work itself was well received by Gounod’s contemporaries. It was soon recognized that he had
successfully attempted to blend the styles of Handel and Bach—with whose music he had become acquainted in
the romanticized light of Mendelssohn’s championship of it —with the musical tradition of his own country and
French sensibility. As always with Gounod, melody reigns supreme, and the melody in St. Cecilia Mass is
distinguished by nobility and profound feeling. Right from the first movement the Kyrie creates a sense of
moving humility, while Gloria is based more directly on the meaning of the words. The heart of the whole work,
the Credo, is followed by a purity instrumental Offertory, followed by the most powerful choral music Sanctus
and Benidictus. In the Agnus Dei, the soloists sing between the three invocations the text "Domine, non sum
dignus ut intres sub tectum meum, sed tantum dic verbo, et sanabitur anima mea" (Lord, I am not worthy to
receive you, but only say a word and I shall be healed), sung once by the tenor, once by the soprano. At the end of
the Mass, Gounod followed the practice of his day,” Domine, salvum “by setting three times , once as Priére de
l'Eglise (prayer of the church), the second time as Priere de I’Armée (prayer of the army) , third time as Priere de
la Nation (prayer of the nation).



PART THE FIRST

Mendelssohn { Hear My Prayer)
Soprano solo (Jennet Jah) & Choir

Hear my prayer, O God, incline Thine ear!

Thyself from my petition do not hide.

Take heed to me! Hear how in prayer I mourn to Thee,
Without Thee all is dark, I have no guide.

The enemy shouteth, the godless come fast!
Iniquity, hatred, upon me they cast!

The wicked oppress me, Ah where shall I fly?
Perplexed and bewildered, O God, hear my cry!

My heart is sorely pained within my breast,
my soul with deathly terror is oppressed,
trembling and fearfulness upon me fall,

with horror overwhelmed, Lord, hear me call!
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Te decet hymnus, Deus in Sion

et tibi reddetur votum in Jerusalem

Choir

Exaudi orationem meam ad te omnis caro veniet
Kyrie eleison,

Christe eleison

Kyrie eleison

OFFERTORY (omit)
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SANCTUS

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua
Hosanna in excelsis.

PIE JESU

Soprano solo
Pie Jesu, Domine, dona eis requiem

dona eis requiem, sempiternam requiem

AGNUS DEI

Tenors, choir

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi dona eis requiem
Choir

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi dona eis requiem
Tenors

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi dona eis requiem,
sempiternam requiem.

Choir

Lux aeterna luceat eis, Domine, Cum sanctis tuis in acternum,
quia pius es. Requiem aeternam dona eis Domine, et lux

perpetua luceat eis

LIBERA ME

Baritone solo

Libera me, Domine, de morte aeterna,

in die illa tremenda;

Quando coeli movendi sunt et terra;

Dum veneris judicare saeculum per ignem

Choir

Tremens factus sum ego et timeo,

dum discussio venerit atque ventura ira;
Dies illa, dies irae, calamitatis et miseriae ;
dies illa, dies magna, et amara valde.
Requiem aeternam dona eis Domine,

et lux perpetua luceat eis.

Libera me, Domine, de morte aeterna,

in die illa tremenda;

Quando coeli movendi sunt et terra;

Dum veneris judicare saeculum per ignem.

IN PARADISUM

Sopranos
In Paradisum deducant Angeli;

in tuo adventu suscipiant te martyres et perducante
in civitatem sanctam, Jerusalem.
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Chorus
Jerusalem

Sopranos, Chorus

Chorus angelorum te suscipiat, et cum Lazaro quondam
paupere, aeternam habeas requiem.

Chorus

Aeternam habeas requiem

*%% Intermission ***

PART THE SECOND

Gounod {Saint Cecilia Mass )

Solos:Soprano (Chiaoyi Wang), Tenor (Su-Lee),
Bass (Ta-Jen Lee)

KYRIE

Kyrie eleison,
Christe eleison,
Kyrie eleison.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax hominibus bonae
voluntatis. Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te,
glorifi camus te. Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam
gloriam tuam. Domine Deus, Rex Coelestis, Deus Pater
omnipotens. Domine, fi li unigenite Jesu Christe. Domine
Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris, Qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis. Qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe
deprecationem nostram. Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,
miserere nobis, Quoniam tu solus Sanctus. Tu solus
Dominus. Tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe. Cum Sancto
Spiritu in gloria Dei Patris. Amen.

CREDO

Credo in unum Deum, Patrem omnipotentem, factorem coeli
et terrae, visibilium omnium et invisibilium. Et in unum
Dominum, Jesum Christum, Filium Dei unigenitum, et ex
Patre natum ante omnia saecula. Deum de Deo, Lumen de
Lumine, Deum Verum de Deo Vero. Genitum, non factum,
consubstantialem Patri per quem omnia facta sunt.

Qui propter nos homines et propter nostram salutem
descendit de coelis. Et incarnatus est de Spiritu Sancto ex
Maria Virgine, et homo factus est. Crucifi xus etiam pro
nobis sub Pontio Pilato, passus et sepultus est.

Et resurrexit tertia die, secundum Scripturas. Et ascendit in
coelum, sedet ad dexteram Patris. Et iterum venturus est
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cum Gloria, judicare vivos et mortuos cujus regni non erit fi
nis. Et in Spiritum Sanctum, Dominum et vivifi cantem qui

ex Patre Filioque procedit. Qui cum Patre et Filio simul
adoratur et conglorifi catur qui locus est per prophetas.

Et unam sanctam catholicam et apostolicam Ecclesiam.
Confiteor unum baptisma in remissionem peccatorum.Et
expecto resurrectionem mortuorum et vitam venturi saeculi.
Amen.

OFFERTORY (omit)

SANCTUS

Tenor solo and Choir

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus Dominus, Deus Sabaoth. Pleni
sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. Hosanna in excelsis!
Benedictus, qui venit in nomine Domini. Hosanna in
excelsis! Amen

BENEDICTUS

Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. Hosanna in
excelsis!

AGNUS DEI

Choir

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi ; miserere nobis.

Tenor Solo

Domine, non sum dignus ut intres sub tectum meum sed
tantum die verbo et sanabitur anima mea.

Choir

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi ; miserere nobis.
Soprano Solo

Domine, non sum dignus ut intres sub tectum meum sed
tantum die verbo et sanabitur anima mea.

Choir

Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem.
Amen!

DOMINE SALVUM

Priere de I’Eglise

Domine, salvum fac regem nostrum et exaudi
nos in die qua invocaverimus te.

Priere de I’Arme

Domine, salvum fac regem nostrum et exaudi
nos in die qua invocaverimus te.

Priere de la Nation

Domine, salvum fac regem nostrum et exaudi
nos in die qua invocaverimus te.
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Conductor/Li-Ying Shang

Li-Ying Shang, renown soprano, choir conductor and choral director. For over 40 years, Li-Ying has
committed to promote the classical sacred music. 1990-1997, she led the “Chorale of Taiwanese
Presbyterian Churches” in Southern California to perform the major sacred music repertoire including
Mozart’s “Requiem,” Handel’s “Messiah,” Haydn’s “The Creation,” Mendelssohn’s “Elijah” and “Hear
My Prayer”, Charles Gounod’s “St. Cecilia Mass”, Beethoven’s “Choral Fantasy,” and choral music by
the late Tyzen Hsiao, et al.

In 2000, Li-Ying was invited to participate in the “Musical Spirit Healing” following the devastating
earthquake in central Taiwan (September 1999). She applied the “Musical Spirit Healing” to rehabilitate
inmates with drug addiction in Tainan County Prison. Since 2002, she directed the “Tainan YMCA
Chorus” in numerous impressive performances at the renown Tainan Municipal Cultural Center. Since
2011, she directed the joint choirs of LAFMC and “Tainan YMCA Chorus” in performances at the
Tainan Municipal Cultural Center and Irvine and Pasadena. These performances included the
aforementioned sacred oratorios which culminated in the 2013 performance of the Handel “Messiah”,
2015 Mozart “Requiem”, 2016 and 2017 performance of the Mendelssohn “Elijah”, and in 2018
performance of the Haydn “Creation” in Irvine and Tainan Taiwan.

Concert Master / Dennis Lin

Dennis Lin began his violin studies at the age of 7. He has studied with Janice Radford, Harotune
Bedilian and Henri Temianka. He served as concertmaster of the SouthEast Youth Symphony
Orchestra, UCI Symphony and principal of second violins of the Los Angeles Philharmonic Institute
Orchestra in 1987. He appeared in masters classes with Arnold Steinhardt, Alexander Treger & Sydney
Weiss. His 1% place awards include MTAC, VOCE, Long Beach Women’s Club String Competition,
ASTA & SYMF. Dennis holds a B.S. degree from UCI and M.S. from USC in Electrical Engineering,
and works as a software engineer while continuing to free-lance professionally as a violinist. Dennis’
greatest love is His Lord and family, which includes his two beautiful young daughters.

Pianist/Susanna Chu

Growing up in a Christian home, Susanna has been playing piano for church since high school. She went
on to study music in college while maintaining an active schedule teaching piano. After receiving her
Bachelors of Music from UCI, she continued her graduate studies with Willem Van Overeem and
received her MFA in piano performance.

Susanna continued teaching piano privately after graduation and was the staff accompanist for Orange
Coast College music department for several years. Subsequently, she has been working full time as an
office manager at an optometric practice for the last twenty years. Susanna has not been actively
involved in accompanying except for church service. In 2012, Susanna returned to accompanying with
LAFMC performing Haydn’s Oratorio “Creation” and in early 2015, she had the privilege to work with
LAFMC in Mozart’s Requiem.
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Organist/Li-Hsun Lee

Raised by a pastor father and piano teacher mother, Li-Hsun's passions began in a musical, Christian
home. Besides being blessed to play piano for children’s worship services since a very young age, she
grew to love choir music through advanced children’s choruses in church and school, in which she had
the privilege of being trained by renowned teachers. Li-Hsun graduated from Tunghai University with a
major in Piano Performance and a minor in Cello, along with private voice lessons with Professors Tao-
Hsiung Tseng and Zong-Kuang Chen. She received a Master’s degree of Music in Piano and Voice
Performance from the University of Northern lowa, and was selected to become a member of Pi Kappa
Lambda, the National Music Honor Society.

Li-Hsun has been a conductor for many church choirs including First Presbyterian Church Choir, Taipei;
EFC-OC Adult Choir, Mandarin Youth Choir and Children’s Choir; Highpoint Evangelical Christian
Church Choir, and EFC-Irvine Choir. She also served as the piano accompanist at the Music School of
Tunghai University, Min-Chu Road Presbyterian Church, Chang-Keng Hospital Chorus, Music School
of the University of Northern lowa and Worthington Community Chorus and the organist at Highpoint
Evangelical Christian Church and Highlands Presbyterian Church. Li-Hsun also has extensive
experience in teaching, and has taught at Music School of Taiwan Theological Seminary and Chia-Chia
Music Academy. She is currently a Suzuki Piano National Certified Teacher and a member of the Music
Teacher Association of California (MTAC). Her students have won numerous competitions and played
in Honor Recitals and State Conventions.

Soprano/ Jennet Jah

Jennet Lee Jah, soprano, is the daughter of late Taiwanese jazz composer, Professor Kenneth J. Lee. She
has appeared with various Southern California Taiwanese church choirs as a soloist. Past performances
include Handel's "Messiah," Haydn's "Creation," Mendelssohn's "Saint Paul" and "Elijah," and Mozart's
opera "Don Giovanni." Jennet studied voice under Professor Richard McComb and Professor Merle
Moore at CSULA, where she received her Bachelor's degree in Business Administration with a minor
degree in Music. Jennet has been appointed as the choir director for several churches. She is currently
the choir director of the Evangelical Formosan Church of Hacienda Heights and a member of Foot Prints
Gospel Choir. Mrs. Jah and her husband, Dr. Warren Jah, have raised three grown children. They reside
in the Los Angeles area.

Soprano/ Peggy Chen

Peggy Chen, soprano vocalist, received her Bachelor of Arts from Tunghai University and a Master’s
Degree from Musashino Academy of Music School in Japan. She is currently the Choir Director of the
Irvine Taiwanese Presbyterian Church, the Laguna Woods Village Taiwanese Chorus and the Assistant
Conductor of the Los Angeles Formosan Master Chorale. In addition, she has frequently been invited as
a soprano soloist for many chorus concerts.
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Soprano/ ChiaoYi Wang

She obtained a MS in vocal performing art from Higher Normal Music College in Paris, France. In
2012, she was endorsed by the famous French baritone Daniel Petrovitch to enter the Paris Nidmeyer
Music Institute for further study. She won the highest Performing Art Diploma with First prize in vocal
performing and First prize in chamber music. The same year, she won the First prize of BNP Paribas
International vocal contest. After returning to Taiwan in 2014, she participated in many concerts --
Shakespeare's 400 anniversary memorial concert, Emotional France concert, True Pleasant concert,
Love and Hate vendetta in the Elegant Carol Drama of Zhongyuan University, "Years Leisurely" concert
of the Republic of China Vocal Musicians Association, and the Tainan Music Teachers Association
“Shoe Box Love” concert, etc. Besides concerts, she performed in operas -- played the role of Dora
Beira in "Women are So", in "Children and Magic" as the protagonist Little Boy, the role of Aunt Zetas
in "Channingski", the role of brother Hansel in the "Candy House". Currently, she teaches Choir of the
Republic of China Air Force Academy, and Wen Xian Middle School. She is the Vocal Director of
Meng Tian French Humanities Music Studio. (https://m.facebook.com/joywang0810).

Tenor/ Su Lee

PhD in vocal music, higher normal conservatory, Paris, France. Famous soprano Felicity Lotty praise: Li
Su is a powerful tenor with a charming plentiful tone. After coming to Taiwan, he participated in the
performance of 2018 Chimei Museum Christmas Concert, 2018 Tainan YMCA Hayden “Creaction”
concert, Chinese Medical University Celebration concert, Egret Bay-very Italian concert, emotional
French concert, true music concert, Shanghai Bank beautiful ancient Capital concert, Cultural Aria
Concert, etc. He also performed in the opera of “Women are So” as Gurley Mo, Janiskiki in the
“Janiskiki”, “Candy House” as the Bad Witch, children and magic in the big clock, etc. Besides
performing, he teaches classes. His relaxed and lively class style, easy to understand teaching methods
are popular among students. He is currently the artistic director of Meng Tian French Humanities music
Studio.

Tenor/David Tsai

David is an amateur Tenor while worked in a semiconductor electronics company in the San Francisco
Bay Area. From childhood, He loves singing, enthusiastic and indulges in the appreciation of classical
music. Inspired and influenced by class music, he took lessons of vocal training from teachers since he
was in colleges. Over the years, he participated in many sacred music concerts — Handel’s "Messiah",
Hayden’s "Creation", Mendelssohn’s "Elijah" and other oratorios. He sang Tensor solo in Mozart’s
"Requiem". He recently won second place in San Francisco 2016 Avocational Division during NATS
(National Association of Teachers) Amateur singer Competition
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Baritone/Ta-Jen Lee

Studying and performing in Europe for 10 years, graduated from the Vienna Municipal Conservatory of
Music. He studied under Shi Wu Daorong, Chen Ronggui, Chen Sizhao, Ma Yi, Liu Seiyun, Prof.
Gerald Nienstedt, Prof Jewgenij Nesterenko and other professors. He participated in many concerts, and
operas at home and abroad, including: Sullivan opera "Micado"; Mozart opera "Lovely Shepherd",
"Don Giovanni Here" and "women"; Puccini opera "Lady Butterfly", "Tosca" and "Channing Skiki";
Ravel opera "Children and Magic"; Humber Opera "Candy House"; Beethoven Solemn Mass, 9th
Symphony "Chorus" and Choral Fantasy; "Genesis" of the Heisman Opera; Mendels drama "Eli Jia" and
"Sao Paulo"; and Handel's "Messiah". He also directed the performance of the musical "Beauty and
Beast"; American composer Alec Wilder’s Opera "Franz Coast"; Rehar, Democrat’s Light opera
"Beautiful World"; Richard Rogers’s Musical "Oklahoma", "Merry Trojan" and "Truth, Goodness and
Beauty"; Cole Porter’s musical "Kiss Me, Kate!" ” ; John W. Peterson’s Christmas Musical "Coming
from Glory"; Joseph M. Martin's Christmas musical "The Sound of Christmas" and "The Winter Rose
the rose"; Benjamin Harlan’s Christmas Musical "The Birth of the Holy Son". Currently teaches at the
National Chiayi University, Chiayi High School, Changhwa Art High School, Changhwa High School,
Nantou High School and Shinmin High School

Los Angeles Formosan Master Chorale

The “Los Angeles Formosan Master Chorale “(LAFMC) is a community ensemble comprised of
talented singers and instrumentalists throughout the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area. Under the inspired
guidance of Conductor Ms. Li-Ying Shang, the Chorale has instilled a classical sacred music style with
exceptional artistic expression and cultural diversity. Major concerts since 2012 include:

i
Il IHIM.M i
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May 6, 2012, performed Haydn’s “Creation” oratorio at “Concordia University”, Irvine.

Dec. 8, 2013, at Tainan Cultural Center, Taiwan, LAFMC visiting members performed Handel’s
“Messiah” with Tainan YMCA Choir that was under the baton of Conductor Shang for many
years.

Dec. 22, 2013, performed Handel’s “Messiah” at “Concordia University”, Irvine.

Jan. 31, 2015, at First United Methodist Church in Pasadena, performed Mozart's sacred music and
"Requiem", on the Concert theme “Mozart-Melody of Life” to music lovers of Los Angeles Area.

March 12, and April 9, 2016, at Geneva Presbyterian Church & Laguna Woods and First United
Methodist Church in Pasadena, presented Mendelssohn’s Oratorio “Elijah” , respetively.

February 19, 2017, members of LAFMC join Tainan YMCA Chorus accomplished a fantastic
Elijah Concert at Tainan Culture Center.

April 7, 2018, at Geneva Presbyterian Church, Laguna Woods, LAFMC presented Haydn’s Oratorio “The
Creation”. September 30, 2018, 20 members of LAFMC joined with Tainan YMCA Choir presented
Haydn’s Oratorio “The Creation at Tainan Culture Center, Taiwan.

| | mmm\\\l \\ qu\m

Contact Us
Web Site: http://laformosanmasterchorale.com/

Face Book: https://www.facebook.com/LA.FormosanMasterChorale/

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/LosAngelesFormosanMasterChorale
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